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WAKO CALENDAR 2021 - CORRECTIONS 
 

 

 

WAKO CALENDAR 2021               Revision / edition 29-91-2021 
January 2021 

Cancelled 22 24 
Golden Glove  
(WAKO European Cup) 

Italy 

February 2021 

Cancelled 3 7 
International kickboxing cup  
ĂIndia Openñ 2021  

India 

Postponed 5 7 Athens Challenge Greece 

Postponed 24 28 
2nd International Jordan Open  
Kickboxing Tournament  
(K-1, FC, PF, LC) and Referee Seminar  

Jordan 

March 2021 

Cancelled 4 7 
Irish Open International 2021  
(WAKO World Cup)  
(Official WAKO Referee Worlds/Europeans) 

Ireland 

B 19 21 
Serbian Open  
(WAKO European Cup) 

Serbia 

Postponed 26 28 Yokoso Dutch Open 2021 
The 
Netherlands 

April 2021 

A 8 11 
6th International Turkish Open  
(WAKO European Cup) 

Turkey 

B 24 25 Point Fighting Cup 2021 Italy 

Cancelled 30 
2 

May 
Slovak Open Slovakia 

May 2021 

C 14 16 Latvia Open  Latvia 

B 20 22 AmeriKick Internationals USA 

C 21 26 
International Kickboxing Tournament - 
Uzbekistan Open 2021 

Uzbekistan 

B 28 30 
Karlovac Open   
(WAKO European Cup) 

Croatia 

June 2021 

WAKO  
World Cup 

10 13 
25th Bestfighter 2021  
(WAKO World Cup ) 
(Official WAKO Referee Worlds/Europeans) 

Italy 

July 2021 

WAKO  
World Cup 

1 4 
The Austrian Classics 2021 
(WAKO World Cup) 
(Official WAKO Referee Worlds/Europeans) 

Austria 

h  
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Provisionally CONFIRMED TOURNAMENTS 2021 
 

March 2021 (TBD):  WAKO IF DEVELOPMENT WORKSHOP FOR NFs, Panama 

19th - 21st March 2021:  SERBIAN OPEN 2021 (WAKO European Cup), Belgrade Serbia 

POSTPONED:    YOKOSO DUTCH OPEN, Amsterdam, The Netherlands 

8th - 11th April 2021:  6th TURKISH OPEN (WAKO European Cup), Antalya, Turkey 

24th - 25th April 2021:   POINT FIGHTING CUP, Castellanza, Italy 

30th April - 2nd May 2021: SLOVAK OPEN 2021, Bratislava, Slovakia  CANCELLED 

20th - 22nd May 2021:  AMERIKICK INTRERNATIONALS, Atlantic City, USA 

28th - 30th May 2021:   KARLOVAC OPEN 2021 (WAKO European Cup), Karlovac, Croatia 

June 2021:   WAKO IF DEVELOPMENT WORKSHOP FOR NFs, Singapore 

10th - 13th June 2021:   BESTFIGHTER (WAKO World Cup), Rimini, Italy 

1st - 4th July 2021:   THE AUSTRIAN CLASSICS (WAKO World Cup), Innsbruck, Austria 

23rd - 27th July 2021:   EUROPEAN UNIVERSITY GAMES, Belgrade, Serbia 

13th - 22nd August 2021: WAKO CADETS & JUNIORS EUROPEAN CHAMPIONSHIPS, Gyor, Hun 

16th - 19th September 2021:  HUNGARIAN WORLD CUP (WAKO World Cup), Budapest, Hungary 

21st - 26th September 2021: RUSSIAN OPEN 2021 (WAKO World Cup), Moscow, Russia  

10th - 19th September 2021:  5th ISLAMIC SOLIDARITY GAMES, Konya, Turkey 

26th ς 27th September 2021: FLANDERS INTERNATIONAL KICKBOXING CUP, Beveren, Belgium 

TBD:    WAKO SENIOR & MASTER WORLD CHAMPIONSHIPS, - see next pages 

1st - 2nd October 2021  SCANDINAVIAN OPEN, Oslo, Norway 

15th - 17th October 2021 SILVER GRIFFIN CUP, Rezekne, Latvia 

16th - 17th October 2021 BRISTOL OPEN CHAMPIONSHIPS, Bristol, United Kingdom 

22nd - 23rd October 2021 SLOVENIA OPEN, Zagorje ob Savi, Slovenia 

18th - 21st November 2021 SPAIN INTERNATIONAL OPEN, Benidorm, Spain 
 

FUTURE ACTIVITIES 
 

2022   Cadets & Juniors WC (All disciplines) in Belgrade; Serbia 
 

2022   Senior EC (All disciplines) in Antalya, Turkey; 
 

2023   Cadets & Juniors EC (All Disciplines), Izmir, Turkey;  
 

2023   Senior WC (All Disciplines), Dublin, Ireland 
 

2023  June 21.-July 2. EUROPEAN GAMES, Krakow, Poland 
 

2023  July 17.-20. EUSA Combat Games, Zagreb Croatia 
 

2024  Cadets & Juniors WC (All disciplines) in Hungary 
 

2024  EUSA Games, Hungary 
 

2024   Senior EC (All disciplines), Athens, Greece 
 

THE WORLD GAMES - 2022. 
 

7th - 17th July 2022:   WORLD GAMES, Birmingham (Alabama), USA 
 

All information about THE WORLD GAMES 2022 -    www.twg2022.com 

  

http://www.twg2022.com/
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THE WORLD GAMES - 2022. 
 

The Boutwell Auditorium  
designated for Kickboxing 
 
BIRMINGHAM, Alabama (Feb. 2, 2021) ς The 
World Games 2022 will put the best that the city of 
Birmingham has to offer front and center to the 
countries across the globe. 
 

The announcement of three new competition 
venues for The World Games 2022 by The 
Birmingham Organizing Committee showcased the 
ŎƛǘȅΩǎ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƳƳƛǘƳŜƴǘ ǘƻ ŜȄŎŜƭƭŜƴŎŜ ŦǊƻƴǘ 
and center. 
 

Legion Field, Birmingham CrossPlex and Boutwell 
Auditorium, in addition to previously announced 
Protective Stadium, are four of the 25 official 
venues hosting an array of sports when The World Games 2022 commences in July of next year. 
 

α²ŜΩǊŜ excited to officially begin announcing our venuesΣέ ¢ƘŜ ²ƻǊƭŘ DŀƳŜǎ нлнн /9h Nick Sellers 
ǎŀƛŘΦ άThese are four of the best places to enjoy sports in our community. And by July of 2022, we 
will finally be able to fill all of the seats in these beautiful venues again as we serve host to the first 
major international sporting event coming out of this pandemic. Each of these venues is a prime 
example of our ciǘȅΩǎ love of ǎǇƻǊǘǎΦέ 
 

The Boutwell Auditorium, 5,000-seat multi-purpose arena, was constructed in 1924 and has hosted 
a wide-range of events, including concerts, sporting events, banquets, galas, trade shows and more. 
Fans who make their way to Boutwell during The Games will see exciting martial arts action, 
including Sumo, Muay Thai and Kickboxing. 
 

The Protective Stadium will serve as the host venue for the Opening Ceremony and Closing 
Ceremony of The World Games 2022. 
 

The new $180 million Protective Stadium, which is scheduled to be completed later this year, will 
have a seating capacity of 47,100 and will also be the permanent home of the University of Alabama 
at Birmingham Blazers football team. 
 

ά.ƛǊƳƛƴƎƘŀƳΩǎ world-class, multi-sport CrossPlex and the historic Boutwell Auditorium are not only 
great venues, but key gathering places for our communities. These venues capture the spirit of The 
World Games 2022, providing opportunities for our international guests and the people of 
Birmingham to gather as one to celebrate athletic excellenceΣέ Birmingham Mayor Randall L. 
Woodfin said. ά¢ƘŜ excitement will only build over the next 18 months as the world prepares to come 
to .ƛǊƳƛƴƎƘŀƳΦέ 
 

ά{ǳǎǘŀƛƴŀōƛƭƛǘȅ has always been one of the core values of The World Games, which is why the host 
cities are not required to build new venues for The DŀƳŜǎΣέ said IWGA CEO Joachim Gassow. 
ά.ƛǊƳƛƴƎƘŀƳ has excellent conditions for hosting international sports events, and these three 
venues, along with the new Protective Stadium and other impressive existing facilities, will be perfect 
stages for our world-class ŀǘƘƭŜǘŜǎΦέ 
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The World Games 2022 Birmingham will take place July 7-17, 2022 and will generate an estimated 
$256 million in economic impact for the city. 
 

ABOUT THE WORLD GAMES 2022: The World Games 2022 Birmingham will be an extraordinary 
Olympic-style sports experience where elite athletes from all over the world compete for gold in 
34 unique, multi-disciplinary sports. Featuring 3,600 athletes from more than 100 countries, the 
international event will unite global fans with the Birmingham community in 25+ unique venues 
around the greater metropolitan area. 
 

The World Games 2022 Birmingham, which marks the 40th anniversary of the event, will take place 
from 7-17 July 2022 and will generate an estimated $256 million in economic impact. The World 
Games was established by the International World Games Association, an organization recognized 
by the International Olympic Committee.  
 

For more information visit TWG2022.com or find on Facebook, Instagram or Twitter. 
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WAKO IF Board Meeting 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
WAKO IF  
Board Meeting 
February, 27th  
 
Topics on Agenda: 
 
2.  Legal Committee (Francesca) 
3.  Zaatary Camp 
4.  Ethical Committee (Kaan) 
5.  Disciplinary Committee 
6.  Africa Update 
8.  WAKO Sponsor - RAINBOW 
9.  Covid Update - Europeans 

(Istvan) 
10.  Russia Update 
11.  ARISF Elections - 
 Espen Lund nominated 
12.  Portuguese Appeal Case update 

(Aldo) 
13.  Setting up a temporary 

commission to look after our 
sport in Portugal during 
transition/appeal process 

 Jesus Eguia (ESP), Romeo Desa 
(CRO), Srdjan Bugarcic (SRB) - 
nominated 

14.  Interested Parties WAKO Worlds 
2021 (So far) 

 a. Italy 
 b. Montenegro 
 c. USA 
 d. Dubai 
 e. Bosnia and Herzegovina 
15.  AOB 

 
Next Board meeting - on line  
March 27 2021 
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Important information 
 

WADA decision 
 
The decision taken by the Court of Arbitration 
for Sport (CAS) on 17 December 2020 regarding 
the case of the Russian Anti-Doping Agency 
(RUSADA) needs to be strictly and consistently 
implemented across the Olympic Movement. 
Any deviation from the award could lead to new 
court cases or non-compliance procedures by 
the World Anti-Doping Agency (WADA). 

 

This is why implementation guidelines were submitted to WADA by the International Olympic 
Committee (IOC), in coordination with the International Paralympic Committee (IPC) and the 
International Federations (IFs). They aim to help the IOC, IPC and IFs with the correct 
ƛƳǇƭŜƳŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŀǿŀǊŘΦ ²!5!Ωǎ ƛƴŘŜǇŜƴŘŜƴǘ /ƻƳǇƭƛŀƴŎŜ wŜǾƛŜǿ /ƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŜ ό/w/ύ Ƙŀǎ ƴƻǿ 
confirmed that the guidelines are in line with the CAS decision and, if respected, would not lead to 
a non-compliance procedure against World Anti-Doping Code signatories. 
 

Although each IF is responsible for the implementation of the CAS decision under the World Anti-
Doping Code and will have to take their own implementation decisions according to their own 
statutes or constitutions, these guidelines allow them to ensure consistency. The guidelines provide 
the framework for the implementation by the IFs at World Championships and at the Olympic and 
Paralympic Games Tokyo 2020 and Olympic and Paralympic Winter Games Beijing 2022. They have 
been distributed to all Summer and Winter Olympic IFs and the IPC. 
 

The guidelines have been endorsed by the Association of Summer Olympic International Federations 
(ASOIF) and the Association of International Olympic Winter Sports Federations (AIOWF). 
 

¢ƘŜȅ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ƎǳƛŘŀƴŎŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƻǊƎŀƴƛǎŀǘƛƻƴǎΩ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀǘƛƻƴ ƴŀƳŜΣ ŦƭŀƎǎΣ ŜƳōƭŜƳ ŀƴŘ ǳƴƛŦƻǊƳǎ ǘƻ ōŜ 
used during the Olympic Games and World Championships. 
 

Link to full document 
 

 
  

https://stillmedab.olympic.org/media/Document%20Library/OlympicOrg/News/2021/02/Principles-implementation-CAS-WADA-Rusada.pdf#_ga=2.71266323.223899874.1614857841-2012526177.1593356814
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WAKO decision 
 

WAKO cancels host of next World Senior and Master 
Championships 2021, following CAS confirmation of 
WADA ruling 
 
WAKO, as signatory of the World Anti-Doping Agency Code and 
regulations, has decided to exercise the right of withdrawal from 
the contract with the Russian Kickboxing Federation regarding the 
organization of the World Championships (Seniors and Master) 
scheduled to be held on November 5-14, 2021, in Moscow, 
wǳǎǎƛŀΣ ŘǳŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŘŜŎƛǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ƻǳǊǘ ƻŦ !ǊōƛǘǊŀǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ {ǇƻǊǘΩǎ 
ό/!{Ωǎύ ƛn favor of WADA to declare the Russian Anti-Doping 
Agency (RUSADA) non-compliant with the World Anti-Doping 
Code for a period of two years. 
 
On February 4, 2021, WAKO has become aware of the publication of the Court of Arbitration for 
{ǇƻǊǘΩǎ ό/!{Ωǎύ мус-page full reasoned decision regarding its 17 December 2020 ruling in favour of 
WADA to declare the Russian Anti-Doping Agency (RUSADA) is non-compliant with the World Anti-
Doping Code for a period of two years. 
 
New venue and host of the WAKO Senior and Master World Championships 2021 for all 7 disciplines 
will be announced in March, following completion of the new opened bidding process, review and 
WAKO Board approval. 
 
For information on bidding process please contact WAKO Administration office: 
administration@wako.sport 
 
 
  

https://www.facebook.com/wada.ama/?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZU6LzLUQAJmsuakYe3BneuaTIrh3XLiEyRTjaVOqOPWszonwfZnx1l3Uv5Cc3nVOmY1Sx7kZ3X-BWQuPlwwTac81iZ5LU46tAudpk-TXtR05LJuAlz9SdA580zqxLC80B3n6b-waV5RIOexkO1sIYreTv0saxyFIeV-CozbUgupDRLBbivBs3_R3Z9RNYNkAHQ&__tn__=kK-R
https://www.wada-ama.org/en/resources/legal/cas-award-wada-vs-rusada
https://www.wada-ama.org/en/resources/the-code/world-anti-doping-code
https://www.wada-ama.org/en/resources/the-code/world-anti-doping-code
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WAKO Seminars 
 

Dear WAKO, Coaches / Instructors,  
 
The following is a second Covid response, initiative created 
by WAKO to support and assist National Federations, the 
clubs and the athletes, within WAKO in these difficult times.  
 
As we find ourselves in the middle of the second/third 
lockdown, The WAKO Board have agreed to organise 
several worthwhile webinars, hosted by subject matter 
experts, renowned in their respective field. Both 
academically and practically.  
 
I encourage you to promote the events internally within 
your clubs and promote take up of them.  
 
We have selected a number of subjects we feel are very relevant to some of the situations we are 
experiencing today, looking at mental health, nutrition, Concussion awareness, peaking for 
performance.  
 
WAKO has decided to offer these courses free of charge to our members. To again support the 
development and growth of our federations. This is a great initiative and I wholeheartedly 
recommend attending. Places are limited, (100 per course) so I would strongly advise booking your 
place early. Further courses will be announced next week.  
 
This has unquestionably been the most difficult period for the sport of Kickboxing in its entire history, 
thought the world, we have been materially impacted by the restrictions being placed on our sport as a 
whole, difficult times, require difficult decisions and the WAKO Executive are continuing to lobby 
government, the IOC and secure a fair and safe return to sport/competition protocol that protects the 
athlete and allows a phased return to Kickboxing within reasonable parameters.  
 
Now is the time for us to begin to plan our sports revival, engage with our officials, athletes and 
coaches, show them we are continuing to remain positive and working to better ourselves and the 
sport we love. We must remain optimistic and supportive of each other, this is how we will emerge 
more resilient, appreciative and focused on building our sport and students back up to be 
inspirations for generations to come. If I or the executive board can assist you in any other way, do 
not hesitate to contact me.  
 
Each country is invited to register three people for each course, but no more, of more than three 
register, they will be deleted. the registration closes 24 hours prior to the course. All courses are 
GMT Time SPACES ARE LIMITED TO 100 SO BOOK YOUR TEAMS PLACE EARLEY.  
 
I and the WAKO Board, remain in support of our and your post covid recovery for the sport of 
Kickboxing.  

Respectfully Yours,  
Roy Baker, President WAKO 
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WAKO Seminars 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

Topic: Concussion in Combat Sports  
 
Date/Time: 20th February 7pm ( GMT)  
 
About the Tutor:  
Mark Beakey the Co-Founder of Concussion Coach He is a sport scientist and scientific author, and 
holds a Master's degree in Sports Science and Health with a specialization in concussion education 
and head impacts in sport. Mark is a former rugby and Gaelic football player and coach. He first 
garnered interest in sport-related concussion after suffering several concussions during his playing 
career and becoming concerned with the lack of education and management structures in place 
Topic Focus The aim of the webinar will be to provide attendees with the knowledge and confidence 
to safely manage concussion injuries. The webinar is suitable for coaches, athletes, officials, & 
parents. It will last 90 mins in total (60 min presentation + 30 min Q/A) covering key areas on the 
subject of sport-related concussion including; a) Concussion 101 b) Concussion management  
  



 

Page 15 of 110 

 

 
 

 

Topic: Mental Health in Combat Sports  
 
Date/Time: Sat, 20th Feb 2021 from 10am ( GMT)  
 
About the Tutor:  
Nollaig O Sullivan Sport and exercise phycologist. Nollaig O Sullivan is one of only 23 Accredited 
Sport and Exercise Psychologist in Ireland. Nollaig has a range of educational expertise with 
completion of Bachelor of Arts in Psychology from the University of Limerick. Following on from this 
Nollaig has completed two masters - Msc in Psychology of Performance in Sport and Health from 
Queens University Belfast and Msc in Sport and Exercise Psychology from University of Ulster. 
Nollaig has worked with a range of athletes, from amateur to professional, covering a range of 
sporting backgrounds, rugby, football, GAA, horse racing, Irish dancing, handball, endurance 
athletes to name a few.  
 
Topic Focus  
From research it is evident that mental health difficulties can lie within sporting athletes, with 
anxiety and depression at the forefront. Athletes link in with sporting management and backroom 
team to help support them, however the information on how to help and support these athletes 
might not be there. This tailor made 2.5-ƘƻǳǊ ǿƻǊƪǎƘƻǇ ǿŀǎ ŎǊŜŀǘŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ bƻƭƭŀƛƎΩǎ мр ȅŜŀǊǎ ƻŦ 
knowledge and experience in the field of psychology. It will provide attendees with in-depth 
knowledge on the signs and symptoms of specific mental health illnesses such as anxiety and 
depression and information on relevant types of treatments. The first step is having the 
conversation but sometimes we might find that difficult, this talk will provide a communication 
framework to help start the conversation on mental health. Most importantly this talk will highlight 
where to signpost and facilitate appropriate help seeking from mental health professionals. This 
workshop will provide several tools and techniques for Coaches and staff to support their own 
mental health also. This webinar is an important empowerment tool, as it helps people to better 
understand mental health and enables them to act upon this information and it also very 
importantly enhances help-seeking tools that can be a key stepping stone to helping our athletes.  
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Topic: Sports Phycology in Combat Sports  
 
Date/Time: 27th February 5pm ( GMT)  
 
About the Tutor:  
Nollaig O Sullivan Sport and exercise phycologist. Nollaig O Sullivan is one of only 23 Accredited 
Sport and Exercise Psychologist in Ireland. Nollaig has a range of educational expertise with 
completion of Bachelor of Arts in Psychology from the University of Limerick. Following on from 
this Nollaig has completed two masters - Msc in Psychology of Performance in Sport and Health 
from Queens University Belfast and Msc in Sport and Exercise Psychology from University of 
Ulster. Nollaig has worked with a range of athletes, from amateur to professional, covering a range 
of sporting backgrounds, rugby, football, GAA, horse racing, Irish dancing, handball, endurance 
athletes to name a few.  
 
Topic Focus  
Sport psychology involves the study of the psychological factors associated with participation and 
performance in sport. The Introduction to Sport Psychology provides a high level understanding of 
how the various aspects of psychology can be applied to sport participation. This will be expanded 
to discuss motivation and leadership contribution to sport participation as well as the relationship 
between anxiety and arousal with respect to enhancing sporting performance. Psychological skills 
training will then be demonstrated, including goal setting, team dynamics, imagery, positive self-in 
relation to achieving peak sporting performance. Introduction to Sport Psychology provides a 
greater understanding of the psychological processes of individual athletes and team dynamics to 
enhance sporting performance.  
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Next WAKO Seminars 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
  


